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West Mosul update, 12-13 June
Iraqi forces are making gradual progress through the few remaining ISIS-controlled neighbourhoods in West
Mosul. The retaking of Al Zinjili, announced officially on 11 June, represents a major step forward, despite
some pockets of ISIS resistance still remaining in the area. Al Shifaa and Bab al Sinjar are now the only two
neighbourhoods with significant defences to overcome before all efforts are focused solely on the Old City.
This final offensive will be an extreme example of grinding urban warfare; once started, the fighting is likely to
continue without significant pause until ISIS has been entirely crushed in Mosul. Considering the number of
civilians and the expected intensity of the fighting, the pressure facing the humanitarian response is set to be
relentless.

View over part of the Old City. Mosul stadium is on the left and the famous leaning minaret of the Al Nuri
mosque can be seen to the right.

Displacement
Displacement has waned in recent days – this is likely partially due to the CTS’s current pause in offensive
operations. However, civilians are still displacing along two routes:- to muster points at Yarmuk Circle and Al
Rifa’i on the Syria Highway.
At both Al Rifa’i and Yarmuk Circle we were told of mobile screening points which IDPs passed through before
they reached the muster points. The screening points are reportedly located close to the frontlines and are
only operated during times of significant displacement. Checks for explosives and weapons are common for
civilians leaving ISIS territory, but it was confirmed to us that laptop screening also took place at these points.
Unfortunately, we were unable to locate one of these screening points – possibly due to the fact that no
displacement was taking place during our visits; however, at both muster points FedPol and Iraqi Army
asserted that male IDPs had already had their IDs checked on laptops by the time they reached either Yarmuk
Circle or the Syria Highway.
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There was heavy fighting in Al Zinjili as Iraqi forces advanced slowly, street by street. Practically the entire
population (including thousands of IDPs from other neighbourhoods) has displaced.

Street in Al Zinjili. There is little IDF in the neighbourhood but a high level of UXO contamination, as would be
expected.
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ISIS smashed holes in all the houses in Al Zinjili so that they could
move freely between buildings without exposing themselves on
the roads. The same tactic is used in the Old City where multiple
families are living in each house. Photos: Brett Ryan

Al Rifa’i
The muster points along the Syria Highway have changed locations a number of times and when there is no
displacement coming through there may be no indication that there is/are muster point(s) on this road. Last
week thousands of IDPs came through a muster point in Al Rifa’i, on a parallel street to the Syria Highway
(coordinates can be shared bilaterally). Reportedly, no NGOs were present handing out emergency relief items
at this time, although Muslim Aid has distributed food and water in the area. We heard that IDPs travelling
west on foot along the Syria Highway were redirected from the main road to this muster point. There the men
were separated from the women and children and screened using laptops. Families then walked a short
distance back to the road to ISF trucks waiting to take them onwards either to Scorpion Junction or the Ninewa
Hotel. No IDPs were present on the two days of our visit so it was not possible to witness proceedings. It is
expected that this site will resume as a muster point if/when large numbers start displacing down the Syria
Highway.
There is a FedPol TSP located on the Syria Highway between Al Rifa’i and Al Zinjili. Medics there reported
receiving 45 civilian casualties on 10 June and 22 the next day. This indicates fairly significant displacement
along the Syria Highway route on these days, although we were not able to confirm precise numbers. By the
th
late afternoon of the 13 they had received around 10-15 civilian casualties with shrapnel wounds and minor
burns. Roughly 50 individuals had walked past the TSP in small groups throughout the day, but it is not known
for certain whether they went to the muster point described above.
Yarmuk Circle
Only 1 family had arrived on 12 June by the time we visited Yarmuk Circle in the early afternoon. This was
followed by around 200 individuals during the night. As mentioned in previous reports, only a bag check takes
place at this site before IDPs are transported onwards to Scorpion Junction or the Ninewa Hotel. The site is
th
reportedly manned 24 hours a day by the Iraqi Army; however, when we visited at around 7.30am on the 13
the Circle was empty, although some ISF personnel were at the truck depot outside the nearby Al Samad
mosque. Muslim Aid are at the site throughout the day.
Ninewa Hotel
At both muster points we were told that in the last few days most IDPs had been directed to the Ninewa Hotel
screening site in East Mosul rather than Scorpion Junction. Like in Scorpion Junction, not all people who are
taken to the Ninewa Hotel screening site are IDPs; some West Mosul residents board the trucks to this
screening site to collect food and water and/or to travel to East Mosul to see relatives.
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Around 125 families were reported to have arrived at the Ninewa Hotel on 12 July. They are taken by coach to
Nabi Younis where they can then go to relatives, or depending on their choice, they are taken to camps.
Airstrikes/artillery
The one family we met at Yarmuk Circle had come from Borsa neighbourhood, located between the Old City
and Al Zinjili. They had fortunately managed to escape from ISIS territory when their house was destroyed by
an airstrike (may also have been artillery). They reportedly fled across the frontline and were picked up in an
ISF Humvee and taken to Yarmuk Circle. They said they were not given any screening before reaching Yarmuk
Circle. They also asserted that airstrikes and artillery were the major causes of civilian casualties. We also
heard in the Ninewa Hotel screening site of the fears of airstrikes shared by civilians in the Old City. At night,
heavy artillery fire can be seen and heard over the Old City. On the night of 12/13 June, two large families
arrived at the ISOF 2 TSP in Al Mamoun with severe shrapnel wounds including at least one fatality.
The use of mortars by ISIS has dramatically reduced due to their vast reduction in territory and fear of alerting
coalition and Iraqi aircraft to their positions.

Unexploded mortar buried in the rubble in Al Zinjili. Photo: Brett Ryan
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