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Al Shura sub-district, 4 November
In the Al Shura sub-district, between Al Qayyarah and Hamam Al Alil, ISIS has been engaged in a large-scale
relocation of civilians north to Hamam Al Alil, and then on to Mosul and Tel Afar. This is an expansion of their
tactic of using civilians as human shields. Many of the villages on the road north of Arrfayla (the border
between the Al Qayyarah and Al Shura sub-districts) appear to be sparsely populated or empty. This is
particularly the case the closer one gets to the frontline near Hamam Al Alil. There has also been local
displacement into host communities, displacement further south to Hawd village and Jadaa camp, and
voluntary evacuations of ISIS families to Mosul, but it seems the majority of civilians – including whole village
communities – have been taken forcibly by ISIS to act as human shields.
Most villages are located on or near the main Al Qayyarah–Hamam Al Alil road and access is relatively
straightforward, particularly as the new Acrow bridge, located beside the destroyed Qayyarah bridge, is now
open to traffic. IED contamination among the villages seems to be less prevalent than in recently retaken areas
on the other side of the river, but there are still some IEDs along the main road and there may still be some
areas of heavy contamination so extreme care should be taken as always.
A thorough assessment of all the villages in the area is needed to understand the situation and priority needs
in greater detail. This report briefly describes what has happened in some of the villages to give an indication
of what is happening in this area on a wider scale.

On the road north: the smoke from oil fires remains a major health hazard.
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Tulul Nasr
The original population of Tulul Nasr is estimated at just over 6,000 individuals. During the two days before the
ISF advance reached the village, ISIS forced the inhabitants to travel north to Hamam Al Alil in buses and trucks
or in their own cars. It’s reported that anyone who refused to go was killed. We were told that the people had
no time to flee south, but 15 families managed to hide themselves in nearby hills. These families have since
returned to the village. They don’t know what has happened to their neighbours and relatives, but they may
have been taken from Hamam Al Alil further north to Mosul and Tel Afar.
Tulul Nasr is free of IEDs according to the civilians who have returned there. They have access to water and
have received some limited food support, but it was insufficient. There is a clinic in the village but no
medicines. When asked what they needed the most, the residents said that their greatest need was the safe
return of their relatives and neighbours from wherever they’d been taken.

(REACH has recently published a detailed report on displacement to Jadaa camp).

Tulul Al Mahr (Tulul Mahar)
No civilians displaced from Tulul Al Mahr, a village located 3.5 km south-east of Al Shura town with an original
population of 1,500 individuals. IDPs began to arrive on 22 October, mostly from Al Shura town, but also from
Tulul Nasr, Al Jadida and other villages. The people of Tulul Al Mahr ended up hosting around 4,000 IDPs for
around 5 days. The local sheikh and other villagers personally supplied the IDPs with food etc., until they
continued on their journey to Jadaa camp via Ash Shuwayrat.
Water is now the top priority in Tulul Al Mahr. The pump station in Safina supplied water to 3 villages: Tulul Al
Mahr, Tall Wei and Zeiharah, pumping for 6 days – 2 days for each village – but the generator is broken. The
village is now relying on water from boreholes, which is not suitable for drinking. Food security is also an issue
given the lack of functioning markets and restrictions to freedom of movement.
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Tubiyah (Tweyba)
Tubiyah has an original population of around 300 families. As in Tulul Nasr, the entire population of the village
(with the exception of a small number who managed to hide) was rounded up and transported to Hamam Al
Alil. From there they were taken to Mosul. After receiving secret instructions from the Ninewa Operational
Command on how to flee Mosul, they managed to escape and made their way back to their village, mostly on
foot. A relatively small number – around 25 families – did not escape and were apparently transported on to
Tel Afar.
Tubiyah also became a location for IDPs from Nimrud, the area comprising several villages on the west side of
the Tigris. Reportedly up to 1,000 families (exact figures were difficult to ascertain) crossed the Tigris and
arrived in Tubiyah a week ago, by which time the majority of the host community had returned. They said they
left their villages specifically to avoid being used as human shields by ISIS. Those with relatives in Hawd were
allowed to go there, but no one was allowed beyond this, even those with relatives in Al Qayyarah. Most of the
IDPs stayed in Tubiyah with the host community, with 2-3 families in each house.
With Nimrud coming under ISF control, the IDPs in Tubiyah were given permission to return home by the ISF.
They have been re-crossing the river on two small boats provided by the villagers over the last two days and
walking to their villages from there. They said that those who did not manage to flee, whether to Tubiyah or
other locations, were taken to Mosul.

The last of the Nimrud IDPs returning home across the Tigris from Tubiyah on 4 November. Once they arrived
on the far bank the families walked home to their villages. Two rowing boats were used for the crossing,
supplied by the host community, and one ex-ISIS motor boat. The returns were closely controlled by the Iraqi
Army.
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Now only the original inhabitants of Tubiyah remain in the village. Their priority need is water. The local
pumping station relied on the nearby (destroyed) sulphur factory for its electricity supply and the antiquated
pumping equipment requires specific expertise to rehabilitate. The community is currently getting water
directly from the river - one family has a private pump and people pay for fuel to receive small amounts of
untreated river water. Almost all houses have water tanks and water trucking is a clear priority in parallel with
providing electricity to the plant. An INGO has taken on this responsibility for Tubiyah.
The screening process has still not taken place in the village and the Iraqi Army restricts movement to the river
and beyond the village boundaries. Food is short but water is a far greater priority. There are no medical
services. According to the population, the village is free of IEDs.

Al Shura town
There are no civilians in Al Shura. When asked whether the fighting had been hard there, one Iraqi soldier told
us that battle for Al Shura was ‘Fallujah II’. The town was home to a number of ISIS leaders and had a
reputation for having a strong ISIS presence.
From an original population of around 13,000, about 5,000 individuals fled south to Jadaa camp via Shuwayrat
village, starting on 22 October. Around 2,000 were locally displaced to surrounding villages, from which some
continued their journey towards Jadaa camp (REACH has recently published a report on displacement to Jadaa
camp). It was reported that the remaining 6,000 or so Al Shura inhabitants were closely associated with ISIS
and went voluntarily to Mosul. This is an estimated number and it is not known exactly when these people left,
although it may have been some time ago. According to local people, these families will never be able to
return to Al Shura.
The federal police responsible for the town claimed that all the houses had been checked and cleared of IEDs.
A significant percentage of houses in the town have been destroyed, but depending on the authorities, returns
from Jadaa camp could begin soon.

Dramatic sunlight on the journey back to Al Qayyarah.
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Further north, towards Mosul
The battle for Hamam Al Alil is currently ongoing. There is thought to be a large number of civilians within the
town but there has not been any significant displacement south since the battle for the town itself began.
Reports have been received that ISIS is killing anyone who tries to escape. Single males are expected to start
coming through the lines, but it’s thought at the moment that families will not come because of the risk.
Further up the Tigris, beyond Hamam Al Alil, it is thought that the villages are mostly empty and the
populations have been relocated by ISIS to Albu Saif village, just below Mosul, and Hamam Al Alil to the south.
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