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Makkuk, Saidawah and Khabatah villages, 21 October
st

On the morning of 20 October, ISF (predominantly the 91 Kurdish Brigade) and Sobawi Hashd took 7 Sobawi
villages from ISIS in the Qayyarah sub-district. Before there was any confrontation, the ISIS fighters fled north
towards Tell Al Shuwayr, leaving the villages undefended.
This pocket of ISIS-controlled villages on the east bank of the Tigris has presented a threat to liberated areas
over the river. Mortars and rockets have been fired from Makkuk onto Al Qayyarah town, causing civilian
deaths, and ISIS fighters recently launched an attack from Makkuk on Hashd forces across the river near Al
Hawd. The withdrawal of ISIS from these villages will have a positive impact on the security situation in Al
Qayyarah town and the villages to the north. It will also enable more returns from Debaga to nearby villages
on the east side of the Tigris.
The 7 villages are Al Salahiyah, Ayn Marmiyah, Khaladiyah, Saidawah, Makkuk, Khabatah, and Ayn Mozan.
Sultan Abdullah also fell to ISF on 21 October, pushing the frontline on the east side of the river above Al
Zawiyah village on the west.
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Populations and displacement
There has been a fairly constant trickle of IDPs coming south from the Makkuk area (Makkuk, Saidawah and
Khabatah) to Owsijah in recent weeks, with some larger waves of displacement occurring during September.
We were told that many more civilians wanted to leave, but there was a high risk due to a high concentration
of IEDs on the outskirts of the villages and from ISIS sentries, who were known to shoot if people attempted to
escape.
There is no current displacement happening from these villages and none is expected. This is mostly because
the villages were taken without a fight.
Al Salahiyah, Ayn Marmiyah and Khaladiyah are grouped close together. They are sparsely populated as most
of the inhabitants have either already fled to Makhmour and are now in Debaga, or they travelled the short
distance west to the Makkuk area to stay with relatives there, where it was safer. However, there are still
significant numbers of civilians in these villages in need of support. Ayn Mozan is thought to be very sparsely
populated, but we didn’t visit this village. Sultan Abdullah is thought to be empty.
The focus of our assessment was on the ‘Makkuk area’ – the villages Makkuk, Saidawah, and Khabatah, which
are located close together and have merging boundaries. These villages are densely populated with the host
community and IDPs from numerous other Sobawi villages in the area. IDPs gathered in this group of villages
because they were positioned further from the frontline and therefore considered safer. Most IDPs in the
Makkuk area have been living there with their friends and relatives for several months. In many cases there
are up to 3 families living in one house.
The total current population of the Makkuk area is estimated at around 12,500 (total non-displaced population
= 7,800 individuals; total IDP population = 4,700 individuals). This breaks down as follows:
Saidawah
• 3,500 individuals total / 700 families
• 400 families original community
• 300 IDP families
• 150 people left with ISIS
Kharbatah
• 1,400 individuals total / 250 families
• 160-200 families original community (160 houses, 1,000 individuals)
• 50 IDP families
Makkuk is the largest of the three villages and is divided into three zones – 1, 2, and 3. It has an estimated total
population of 7,600 (total non-displaced population = 5,100 individuals; total IDP population = 2,500
individuals).
Makkuk 1
• 3,120 individuals total / 534 families
• 284 families original community
• 250 IDP families
Makkuk 2
• 1,450 individuals original community / 280 families
Makkuk 3
• 3,000 individuals total / 500 families
• 2,600 individuals original community / 450 families
• 400 IDP individuals / 50 families
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We were told that only a small percentage of the host community is not currently living in these villages. Some
of those who collaborated with ISIS are thought to have fled with them on 20 October, while those who
managed to escape in previous months during ISIS occupation are now in Debaga or with sponsors in Kirkuk or
Erbil. Following the recent trend of returns from Debaga, we could see a number of returnees arriving in the
Makkuk area in the coming weeks.

Priority needs and services
Food was universally identified as the priority need. Markets are not functioning and most families (we were
told 75%) have run out of their stored supplies. They are relying on other families with remaining stocks to
feed them, but there is very little to go round. Flour is all that is left in most cases, so diets are mostly
restricted to bread.
During the ISIS occupation, food, fuel and other goods were transported down the Tigris by boat directly from
Mosul. Now people are fully relying on NGOs for food support.
Water is pumped from the river and goes directly to houses in each village. They use personal house filters and
treatment systems. The residents have to pay for the pumping themselves and resented this, particularly as
fuel is scarce and difficult to procure. They felt that the government should be paying.
Under ISIS the Makkuk area received 1-2 hours of electricity each day from Mosul Dam. The supply was cut off
3 months ago and now people are fully reliant on personal fuel stocks to power household generators.
There is no hospital in the Makkuk area but there is a PHCC in Makkuk village. There are nurses but no doctor
or medicines. Medicines are a particularly urgent need.
The re-establishment of livelihoods is a priority as there are no current job opportunities and many people
have used all the savings they had.
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Because people have remained in their houses, their belongings have not been looted and therefore there is a
lesser need for NFIs.

Screening process
When ISF arrived in the villages on 20 October, the community identified those among them who had
collaborated with ISIS. These people (including the Mukhtar of Makkuk) were arrested and taken away. No
formal screening process has yet occurred. People are aware that they will probably be interviewed at some
stage in the next few days and that their names will be checked against a list of ISIS suspects.
While the screening process is yet to be completed and IEDs on the outskirts of the villages are yet to be
cleared, people are forbidden to leave their village. They expect these restrictions to last around 10 days (to
allow time for the clearance of IEDs) and those that we spoke to did not appear to express any strong
resentment towards this rule and most believed it was for their safety.

Access and IEDs
The road to Owsijah is heavily contaminated with IEDs and is blocked at the Owsijah end. Access to the
Makkuk area is via Kabarok village and a very dusty dirt road. A 4x4 is recommended and the road is likely to
become very difficult to handle after heavy rain. Numerous IEDs have been marked on either side of the road
and extreme care should be taken to keep to the track.
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The dust road from Kabarok.
Because most houses within the village have been continually inhabited, very few are thought to be
boobytrapped. However, there are visible UXOs in certain areas. The outskirts and roads out of the village are
the most dangerous areas because of the heavy contamination of IEDs.
ISF are reportedly in the process of clearing IEDs.

UXOs are visible in some locations and there are some destroyed buildings, but not many.
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General impressions
Having just emerged from over two years of ISIS oppression, people are relieved and happy. One local
commented, ‘Under ISIS we were dead, but not buried.’ However, they are also in serious need of support –
particularly regarding food. Many people have also spent all their money and there are currently no
opportunities for re-establishing livelihoods. Priorities for the NGO community should be to provide urgent
food assistance and medical support, and to help stimulate markets and trade links. Where possible, assistance
should also be provided for demining.
A major concern is the burning of a sulphur plant in Mishrak village, on the west side of the Tigris. Depending
on the wind, the villages are immersed in a low-hanging thick white smoke (presumed to be sulphur dioxide,
which is harmful to the lungs) which causes people to cough and sneeze.

Thick white smoke irritates the throat.
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