Rise Foundation

www.rise-foundation.org
info@rise-foundation.org
+964 750 241 9689

Hajj Ali – Operations and Civilian Movements, 13 June 2016
Hajj Ali is an area consisting of seven individual villages. Its total population is difficult to estimate
because of civilian movements to and from the area over the past few months. Using local sources in
early May, we estimated the villages to hold a total of around 1,500 families. Current estimates are
smaller - closer to 4,000 individuals. In recent months people have been escaping from Hajj Ali to
villages like Kharbadan and Mahana where they have been received by the Iraqi Army, and there
have also been reports of civilians heading west, towards Al Qayyarah and possibly Mosul.

Operations at Kharabah Jabbr, 12-13 June
The Iraqi Army took control of Kharabah Jabbr on 12 June, although ISIS continued bombarding the
village heavily until the late morning of 13 June. An influx of approximately 800 people arrived in
Debaga camp on the evening of 13 June. Precise numbers are yet to be confirmed. The vast majority
are original inhabitants of Kharabah Jabbr, although there are also some families from neighbouring
villages.
As they have done in the past, ISIS used civilian families as human shields, hiding in their houses to
prevent the use of airstrikes and artillery bombardment. We heard from one civilian that there had
been airstrikes on the village while it was still inhabited, but he didn’t know of any civilian casualties
due to this.
The Iraqi Army fought house to house in Kharabah Jabbr and had killed or flushed out the remaining
ISIS militants by the afternoon of 12 June. However, when civilians left their houses, ISIS artillery was
still active and caused five civilian casualties (two women and three men). Medical services were
reported to be very limited, although casualties were given first aid treatment. It is likely (although
not yet confirmed) that Sunni tribesmen (Hashd Ashaii), particularly from the Lehaib tribe, took part
in the operation in Kharabah Jabbr.
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Because of the threat from ISIS artillery it was deemed unsafe to transport civilians away from the
frontline. They were gathered together in two large houses – men in one, women in the other.
Children were reportedly divided between them as space allowed, although small children would
have presumably been with their mothers. They were given food and water. They spent the night in
these houses as it was too dangerous to leave due to ISIS artillery.

Reported ISIS activities in Kharabah Jabbr
ISIS are exacting harsh punishments on civilians. It was reported that less than a week ago, two
women from this village were publicly burnt alive for attempting to escape. We were told that if
men shaved their beards their IDs and property would be confiscated. If they shaved again they
would be killed. Incidentally, by the time we saw them at the Peshmerga line, almost all the men had
shaved their beards. A colonel of the Iraqi Army reported that the ISIS fighters in Hajj Ali were much
less committed than the fighters they had previously encountered on the Makhmour front. They had
abandoned their dead and even some of their wounded in the battle for Kharabah Jabbr.

IDPs’ journey from Kharabah Jabbr to Debaga Camp
Families began moving back to the Peshmerga-controlled line, 500 meters east of Kudilah village, in
the early afternoon of 13 June, either in their own cars or on trucks that were provided. They arrived
in separate convoys at slightly different times, and at at least two different parts of the line. We
arrived at the base belonging to the Sunni tribesmen (Hashd Ashaii) on this line just after a group of
IDPs had started making their way in a convoy to Makhmour. It seemed that this convoy consisted
mostly of private vehicles.
Half a kilometre up the line, towards the Makhmour–Qayyarah road, we witnessed the arrival of a
large group of IDPs. They seemed to have arrived in trucks and cars provided by the Iraqi Army.
Women and children were allowed through the gap in the berm first. Their bags were searched by
Peshmerga as they passed through. They then boarded waiting vehicles and were taken to
Makhmour. Men waited in queues while the women and children passed through. They were then
searched, allowed through, and put on vehicles bound for Makhmour, around 10 km away. The Iraqi
Army helped organise the civilians to pass through the security point, but the Peshmerga controlled
the process. The village of Kharabah Jabbr was reported to be empty of civilians.
The civilians were gathered together in Makhmour and transferred into different vehicles. This
process took about 1-2 hours. Those with their own cars were presumably permitted to stay in their
own vehicles although this was not confirmed. They then travelled the 20 km to Debaga camp. One
large truck measuring about 12x2.5 meters contained 228 women and children. There were very few
empty bottles of water left in the truck once it had been emptied.

Debaga Camp
Debaga camp has a capacity of 5,000 and before these latest arrivals it contained 7,900 individuals.
The converted stadium has a capacity of 800 and is full. The extension to the stadium is expected to
house 3,600 individuals in 600 tents. The tents are due to be ready by 23 June but WASH facilities
etc. are not expected to be up and running until 15 August. Despite this, the extension area is likely
to be used for new arrivals as soon as the tents have been erected.
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For now, new arrivals will be housed in the town’s school (capacity unknown) and the reception area
next to Debaga camp. The security screening process still takes place in the three rubhall tents in this
area. Apparently permission has not yet been granted to house IDPs in the town’s mosque.
Going on average numbers up to this point, it can be expected that around half the new arrivals in
Debaga will go to Kirkuk with sponsorship from relatives. However, this average might be misleading
as a high percentage of those with this option might already have taken the chance to flee through
Kharbadan, where the Iraqi Army has been receiving civilians. Whatever the case, Debaga camp and
its annexes will not be able to continue coping with the numbers of IDPs that are expected.
Operations in Hajj Ali on 13 June
It has been reported that the next three villages in the Hajj Ali group – Faraj, Buwawi and Kharba
Shammam have been liberated today. Early reports indicate that 75 families can be expected from
Faraj and Buwawi together, but this might be an underestimate. No population figures have yet
been provided for Kharba Shammam, where the Iraqi Army has only gained control in the last hour
or so. Whatever the exact figures, another large influx can be expected into Debaga either tonight or
tomorrow.

Brief analysis
Debaga is not only coping with IDPs coming from the Makhmour front. Increasing numbers are
coming from villages north of Hawiga through the Karaw frontline (359 individuals on 21 May, 75 on
27 May, and 185 on 11 June). There is also a build up of military activity close to Shirqat which could
soon precipitate another large influx of IDPs to Debaga.
As a two-pronged attack on Al Qayyarah – west from Hajj Ali and north from Shirqat – begins to look
more likely (and possibly fairly imminent), the visible options available for providing basic needs for
the potential number of IDPs appear all the more inadequate. Plans for a new camp should be put
into action as soon as possible.
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